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Lord Odo Russell gathered that these suggestions included a
system of autonomy, and that articles in the Times, and the
Spectator encouraged him to believe that he could rely on
British support.1 But immediately after this the Times came out
with another article, vaguely proposing that England and France
together should make known their idea of pacification to the three
Northern Powers. Bismarck became nervous. He saw himself
confronted with the possibility of a revived Anglo-French al-
liance, in opposition to the Drei-Kaiser-Bundy and when Dis-
raeli's statement that Russia would not be allowed to tear up the
Treaty of Paris with impunity was published in the same paper,
he was still less reassured. So serious did the situation appear
that the Emperor put off his departure for Ems, where he was to
spend a few days with the Tsar, and he only started on his
journey after Lord Odo Russell had convinced Bismarck that
despite the statements in the Times the British Government were
not contemplating a Western alliance.2

With this denial, diplomacy seemed for the moment at a
standstill, and by the end of June, practically the whole diplo-
matic body had left Berlin, Bismarck's last message to Russell
being a suggestion that the Government might co-operate in
bringing the Salonica murderers to justice. Bismarck's ideas of
justice included the execution of the Vice-Governor and the
Colonel at Salonica.3 Lord Odo Russell was about to pro-
ceed to England, but before doing so communicated to
Radowitz the representations H.M. Government had made to
the Porte. On 25 June Russell left Berlin and was absent until
15 J^y.

He saw the Queen on 5 July, and found her already acquainted
by the Crown Princess with the fact that Bismarck wanted
England to take the lead and was ready to back her up if she did
'so.4 He endorsed all she had written, and repeated what Disraeli
had said to Derby that "they had hardly taken sufficient ad-
vantage of Bismarck's overtures in the winter." But except for
this the events of May had left a very different impression on his
mind. Where Disraeli saw a deliberate attempt on the part of the
three Northern Powers to exclude England from the European
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